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Prayer

is based

the

recognition that there are two alterna
tives afforded the praying individual. Although both faith and
prayer are voluntary actions, fatalism and prayer cannot be
parts of the same moral realm. If God has predestined every
on

thing in terms of man being unable to do anything about changing
his activity or choice, then it follows that answers to prayer
are

That is, in any system of moral government
its central idea necessity, there is no possible

impossible.

which has

as

place for either faith or prayer. In the light of Scriptural em
phasis on the importance of praying, as well as on the certainty
of

to prayer, it is correct to affirm thatwhatever

answers

one

believes about God's

decrees, the meaning of such decrees
must not negate the possibility of answered prayer. Otherwise,
our Heavenly Father has no point in stating
through James 4:2b
"You have not, because you do not pray" (Weymouth).
The
in

true

of

immutability

his adherence

God.

.

.consists, not

to his purposes, but

in

his

never

changing the principles of administration; and he may
therefore in perfect accordance with his preordination
of things, and the immutability of his nature, purpose
to do, under certain conditions dependent upon the
free agency of man, what he will not do u!nder others;
and for this reason, that an immutable adherence

principles of
ernment requires it.
to

the

wise, just, and gracious gov

a

Therefore, whenever God purposes to do anything to a nation
or to an individual, a change in the conduct of the nation or of
the individual necessitates

ity of God towards that
does

change

of Nineveh.

a

corresponding change

nation

or

person.

The

in the activ

fact that God

his actions toward people is illustrated in the life
In spite of the fact that he had pronounced sentence

against this city: "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be over
thrown. "^ God changed his activity toward them as a result
'Richard Watson,
*Jonah 3:4.
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people changing. The account continues:
"So the people of Nineveh believed
God, and pro
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth.
.and God
saw their works that they turned from their evil
way;
and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he
would do unto them; and he did it not."^
The Lord likewise changes his attitude toward every individ
.

ual when that individual repents of and forsakes his evil ways
and receives pardon of his sins. His wrath no longer rests
upon the individual

as an

unbeliever.

^

The second

principle Involves this: how does God answer
prayer when natural law cannot be changed, suspended or
interrupted in its action? This is answered by noting that just
as in performing a miracle God does not violate a natural law,
but rather transcends it, so in answering prayer he "goes
beyond" the existing law. The law of gravitation brings a
tossed ball to the earth, but what happens when a boy inserts
a barrier in the form of a bat?
The ball obeys the boy's will,
and is sent in another direction, without reversing or suspend
ing any law. Thus since such things are so easy and simple
in common e3q)eriences of life, how much easier it is to under
stand how God answers any prayer prayed according to His
will, and that does not violate the haws of the spiritual realm.
Now prayer is not necessarily answered by processes of
natural law, but is answered by the Lord in removing the
subject of prayer from the control of natural law which governs
it in its existing condition, and placing it under the domain of
other laws which regulate the spiritual realm. Therefore, an
answer to prayer implies much more than simply a psychologi
cal satis&.ction received by the one prajring. An answer to
prayer is the compliance of a loving Father with the request
of His dependent and needy child. This compliance may be in
harmony with natural laws as in the supplying us with our
daily bread or it may be a direct expression of supernatural
power as in healing the leper, or as in regenerating a seekir^
,

,

consecrated believer. In any event,
it be remembered that there are no physical barriers to

soul,
let

or as

in

sanctifying

a

God's power with people.
In the experience of praying
the

distance

between

one

basic fact should be recalled:

God and His alienated

children is not

represented in terms of any space-measurement, but in terms
of moral quality. When Adam fell through disobeying God's
3jonah 3:5,10.
^Cf. John 3:36.
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word, man was driven from the garden, which would imply
space-distance; but it was the "moral" distance that separated
God from man. This moral distance is conditionally erased

by Christ's death upon the cross, but it awaits each person
appropriating through prayer and faith the benefits of this
redemption, and once salvation comes to the individual, obedi
ence to God's word will be his
personal experience. Jesus
states: "If a man love me, he will keep my words, "^ and
adds "if ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you: and all things

whatsoever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."^
These Scriptures clearly indicate that the relationship between

disciple is a close relationship which reminds us
that the gospel was instituted to bring a race which had gotten
morally far away from home, back to the Father's house, and
God and His

,

to restore to

man

the confidential relations which existed be

beginning. The greatest relationship
possible anywhere is a relationship of mutual confidence, and
it is this very confidence that the Lord promises to bring to
anyone who will return to his allegience to Divine government.
tween Adam and God at the

It is in this state of mutual confidence that the Father delights
in fulfilling His promises in answer to a disciple's prayer and
exercise of faith.

mutual

Such

confidence has been

properly
appropriately

"perfect faith," and described so
as "a continuous act or condition of the soul, in which no shadow
of doubt is ever visible, and in which the soul is so transparent
n
"
that no foul suspicion lurks anywhere in its depth.
No sinner in his prayer for pardon can hope to be successful
until he is willing to abandon the life of sinning which he has
been pursuing, and to have a pure motive in surrendering to
referred to

as

Christ. Moreover, the pure motive must be retained and main
tained

if the

prayer is to be answered. Regarding
cuts off answer to prayer, ^ and it was

disciple's

iniquity in the heart
precisely this attitude and motive which prevented God from
answering the people of James 4:3. "Ye ask, and receive not,
because

ye ask
In other

amiss

,

that ye may consume it upon your
any effort on the part of anybody to

words,
help in any enterprise for the selfish purposes
of the worker is destined to fail. The underlying motive of
all prayer must be that of exalting Christ and thus pleasing
lusts."
secure

Divine

the Father.
^John 14:23.

"John 15:7; Mt. 21:22.
"W. Jones, The Doctrine of
�Psalm 66:18.
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faith is

a

necessity for successful evangel

ism, but it is imperative
There is

to God.

per

no

to realize that prayer is not the way
power in faith, and no power in prayer,

se; these connect the

soul with the

power, the Lord Jesus Christ.
power is

given

unto

and teach all nations.

He said to the

in heaven and in

me

living

source

of all

disciples: "All

earth; go ye therefore

with you

always, even unto the
end of the world" (Mt. 28:18-20). Thus, prayer awakens and
enhances an individuals' dormant energies, and puts him in a
.

,1

am

expectancy, and at the
passion toward the petitioner.
state of

answer, he

If

time

one

moves

God in

com

believes that God will

increasingly anxious, and assumes a
God responds to his desire, manifests His

becomes

receptive attitude.
power,

same

saves

the sinner, sanctifies

the

believer, comforts

sorrowing, and/or delivers the tempted. In all prayer,
therefore, is the element of faith which is the bridge which
spans the chasm between the promises and the Promiser.
Any obstruction that weakens this bridge, or any "sickness"
from
or indolence in prayer, correspondingly limits supplies
heaven and if not reinforced by fulfilling God's conditions of
true prayer, the answers will eventually cease altogether, and
the spiritual life will perish.
Prayer goes up to the throne with thanksgiving and the Holy
Spirit brings fresh supplies of grace. Again prayer goes up
and places the soul's needs at the mercy seat; lays down its
burden of sorrow, of disappointment, of affliction, at the feet
of Christ, and the Holy Spirit comes in with comfort, strength,
wisdom and joy. To increase the results of answered prayer
requires an increased knowledge of the Word, "for faith cometh
through hearing, and hearing through the word of God" (Romans
10:17). It is the Word that assures the Christian that he need
not doubt concerning whether it is the will of God that people
be saved and sanctified. The Lord is "not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter
3:9b); "This is the will of God, even your sanctification"
(1 Thess. 4:3). Evangelism awaits prayers by people who can
plead God's Word in full assurance that what He has promised
He is able and ready to perform. To give us added guarantee

the

that He will answer, the Word states: "This is the confidence
that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his

will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatso
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired
of him" (1 John 5:14.15).
Prayl Believe I Have faith in God,
and evangelism will change multitudes of people.

